  7000 years ago, in Egypt, men of the upper classes shaved their faces and heads.  Mastabas (tombs) dating from 4000 B.C. have yielded razors and tweezers and hieroglyphics explained their use.  The Mesopotamian of 3000 B.C. shaved with finely-chipped obsidian blades secured to slate handles, and the Sumerians in 2800 B.C. went clean-shaven as well.

So shaving has been around for awhile.  The equipment needed for shaving include: the straight razor, brush, soap, hone, and razor strop.  The hone is used to resharpen the razor, which is done by pushing the edge forward on the hone.  This should be done every 3 –4 weeks. The strop is used to realign the edge of the razor and can be applied before each shave.   To strop the blade, you use the leather and draw the blade backwards over the strap.

Okay first you soften the beard thoroughly with lather made from a good shaving soap.  Apply the lather working it into the beard in a circular motion using the brush.  To prep the brush, run in under hot water until saturated.  Then using just the tips work up a lather in your mug.  Use the tip of the brush to apply the lather to the face. The best are “Silver-tip badger” bristle, followed by “Badger” bristle, then “Boar” bristle, then synthetic bristle.

The shave.  Start by opening the razor 270 degrees so the handle is pointed up and the blade edge is pointed down.  Hold the blade nearly flat to the face and let the strokes be rather shot. The angle of the razor should be 30 degrees.   If you hold the razor too flat you will rip the stubble, too steep and you will cut the skin.

 The beard should be shaved with the beard growth not against it.  Start with the side-burns, cheek bones, neck sides, middle of the neck, upper and lower lip area then the chin. The hand not using the razor should be used to tighten the skin permitting a closer shave.  NEVER MOVE THE RAZOR IN A CUTTING MOTION PARALLEL TO THE BLADE EDGE, THIS WILL CUT YOU.   Rinse the blade frequently during use. Strop the razor before and after each use.  Finish by thoroughly rinsing your face with cold water.  You may want to use a mild astringent such as witch-hazel or bay rum. Dry the razor before putting into any enclosed area or container.

